JOURNALISM,  BIBLIOGRAPHY,   AND   MEDICAL   HISTOkY
America has two publications. Annals of Medical History (Phila-
delphia, since 1918) and Bulletin of the Institute of the History of
Medicine (Johns Hopkins Institute, Baltimore, since 1933).
South America has two journals: Revista Argentina de Historia
de la Medicina, Buenos Aires (quarterly since 1938), and Anales de la
SociedadPeruana de Historia de laMedicina, Lima (annually since 1939),
edited respectively by Prof. J. R. Beltran and Prof. Paz Soldan.
In Holland the publication in English, French, and German
known as Janus continued from 1896 to 1914 ; the sub-title
was Archives Internationales pour VHistoire de la Medecine et pour
la Geographie medicate, combining history and geography in an
interesting fashion. In France the Bulletin de la Soctete frangaise
d'Histoire de la Medecine, founded 1906, was the periodical of
medical history ; in Germany the well-known Archivfur Geschichte
der Medizin was inaugurated by Sudhoff in 1907. Both of these
periodicals were current in 1939.
It is not easy to assign priority of publication in dealing with
medical periodicals. They arose partly as transactions of learned
societies and partly as scientific periodicals which accepted
medical papers, and did not spring forth as full-fledged medical
journals. Nevertheless, the above list, though by no means com-
plete, may serve to illustrate the rise and progress of journalism
to the important place it holds to-day in medical science.
Medical Bibliography
During the nineteenth century the output of medical literature
increased to such an extent as to be almost beyond the control of
potential readers. In 1881 one-thirtieth of the entire world's
literature was medical. Anyone who has attempted to verify a
quotation from a lengthy novel, or to collect data on a given
subject by reading at random, must realize how futile^and how
time-consuming such a task may become.
Books are useful tools in medicine, but the tool must have a
handle, and that handle is supplied by the index. There must be
an index to the entire literature, as well as to the individual book,
and it is the task of the bibliographer to supply such an index.
Even in the sixteenth century CONRAD GESNER of Zurich
(1516-65), the greatest naturalist and scholar of his day^ had com-
piled a Bibliotheca universalis, three volumes (1543). ALBRECHT VON
HALLER (1708-77), two centuries later, published his BibKotfaca
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